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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1.   Total Water Cycle Management Planning Under the EPP Water 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Total Water Cycle Management planning under the Environmental Protection (Water) Policy 2009 (EPP Water)

The Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP) is proposing to remove the requirement for Local Government Total Water Cycle Management (TWCM) plan preparation under the EPP Water.

EHP is working with the Department of Energy and Water Supply in its consideration of a possible outcomes based regulatory framework, in lieu of the requirement for:
1. a number of water service provider management plans under the Water Supply (Safety and Reliability) Act 2008 (Water Supply Act); and 
1. Local Government TWCM plans under the EPP Water.

The proposed performance based planning approach for Queensland’s water sector is seeking to advance more flexible and simpler institutional arrangements and regulatory frameworks—involving annual reporting against key performance indicators and public comparative reporting. 

TWCM principles (recognising the role of catchments, urban and rural run-off and sewage treatment in the overall health of water supplies and our waterways) will be incorporated into the performance reporting regulatory framework. Local Governments that have embraced a TWCM approach (such as cost-effective catchment-based or decentralised solutions) will have the opportunity to report their achievements. 

Subject to consultation and approval, the proposed outcomes based regulatory framework under the Water Supply Act is scheduled for implementation in July 2014. As a consequence the statutory timelines under the EPP Water for TWCM plan completion will be extended to avoid any non-compliance while the performance based planning approach is being resolved. 

For further information please contact Jim Fewings of the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection—phone 3330 5655 / email James.Fewings@ehp.qld.gov.au.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2.  Best of the Best Queensland Water Taste Test – NQ Regional Winner
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Whitsunday Regional Council’s Mt Julian (Cannonvale) Water Treatment Plant has taken out the North Queensland Regional Final of the Best of the Best Queensland Water Taste Test.   The competition was judged by conference attendees at the North Queensland Regional Final which took place in Townsville on 3 May 2013.  
Whitsunday Regional Council’s James Stewart was said this was a great result for the team and a well deserved reflection of the efforts of management and staff.  
Mt Julian gets its water from bore fields on the Proserpine River aquifer, from where it goes through a process of aeration, chlorination, coagulation, flocculation, dual media filtration, final stabilisation and disinfection and then pumped out to the Cannonvale and Airlie Beach Scheme. 
The taste test is a light-hearted way to promote the hard work of local authorities in delivering quality water services to Queensland communities.  The six regional finalists will contest the grand final prize to be held at the Local Government Association Queensland’s National Conference in Cairns later this year.
Other upcoming regional conferences and taste test finals will be held in Cooktown on 15 May, Longreach on 27 June and Rockhampton on 1 August.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3.   International Water Centre (IWC) Masters Scholarships
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The International Water Centre (IWC) is offering full-tuition scholarships to a small number of excellent candidates who are accepted in the Master of Integrated Water Management (MIWM) and clearly demonstrate potential to become future water leaders. Applications are currently open to international and domestic students.
1. Value: full-tuition (AU$46,200) + health cover for international students
1. Applications close 1 August (for international students) or 1 October (for domestic students)
1. Program commences in February 2014 (Australia)
> Apply online for a Masters Scholarship
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